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Means of protecting civilians from being lost: A study in the
provisions of Islamic law and international humanitarian lawrirst

Frnana, Professor - Islamic Sharia - Department Almokhtar Almdagho, Professor - International

of Sharia - Faculty of Law and Political Science - Law - Department of Law - Faculty of Law and

University of Zintan — Libya Political Science - University of Zintan — Libya,
m.frnana@uoz.edu.ly Second Author, Mustafa
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Avrticle information Abstract
Every armed conflict has victims, whether international or non-international,
Key words including loss of life, physical safety, or property. It may also involve the
Missing — Absent — disappearance of individuals whose fate—whether alive or dead—is
Islamic Law — unknown, a phenomenon commonly referred to as missing persons. This
International research focuses on this last category of victims of armed conflict: missing
Humanitarian Law — persons. lIts aim is to identify the provisions of Islamic law and international
Armed Conflicts. law that impose obligations on parties to armed conflict to prevent or mitigate

the loss of persons. Islamic law contains provisions that, if adhered to, would
reduce the number of people who become victims of disappearance as a result
of armed conflict. These provisions are found in the Holy Quran, the
Prophetic Sunnah (both his sayings and actions), and the rulings of the
Rightly Guided Caliphs.

International law, although developed later than Islamic law, also includes
customary and treaty rules that impose obligations on parties to a conflict to
protect individuals from becoming victims of disappearance. Among those
provisions are those relating to combatants according to their status
(prisoners, wounded, or dead), and civilians (detainees or displaced persons,
with special attention to children). There are even special obligations for
dealing with those reported as missing.
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