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Abstract:

This study addresses the annual fine of olive oil imposed by Julius Caesar on
the city of Leptis following the Roman Civil War in 46 BC, the research focuses on
two main issues: first, identifying the city subject to the fine—whether it was Leptis
Magna or Leptis Minor; and second, conducting a quantitative analysis of the fine,
which amounted to 3,000,000 Roman pounds.

By applying both the historical-analytical method and the quantitative
approach, the study concludes that Leptis Magna was the city concerned with this
fine, based on a set of historical evidence and testimonies, Furthermore, the study
demonstrates that the fine exceeded the capacity of a single city to meet, It required
the support of its agricultural hinterland as well as the other cities of the Tripolitanian
region, The findings also reveal that Caesar was well aware of the economic potential
of Leptis Magna and its region, particularly in relation to olive oil production.
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(@) Caesar, De Bello Africo, XCVII. "Leptitanos quorum superioribus annis bona luba diripuerat, et ad senatum
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- Ben Lazreg. N, and Mattingly, D.J., Leptiminus (Lamta): A Roman Port City in Tunisia, Report. N.1, Journal
of Roman Archaeology, 1992, P.47; Bagnall, Roger; Brodersen Kai and others, Encyclopedia of Ancient
History, Leptiminus/ Leptis Minor, www.encyclopediaancienthistory.com, P.1 -2.
@ Towensend, W., The Oil Tribute of Africa at Time of Julius Caesar, Classical Philology, Vol.35, No.3, 1940.
PP.275.
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- Matthew., B, Encyclopedia of the Roman Empire, New Yourk, 2002, P.515.
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