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Abstract:
This research provides an in-depth analysis of the European Union's foreign policy strategies
towards the African Sahel region, focusing on the associated challenges and opportunities. The
research aims to achieve several main objectives, including analyzing the security and
geostrategic challenges facing the region and their impact on EU interests, evaluating the tools
and mechanisms used by the EU such as development aid and military operations, and
anticipating the future of security cooperation between the two parties. The researcher relied
on multiple scientific methodologies to ensure a comprehensive analysis. He used a historical
approach to trace the chronological development of relations and security policies between the
EU and the Sahel region. He also applied a descriptive-analytical approach to collect and
organize data and information related to European policies and understand the causal
relationships between variables. Furthermore, he used a case study approach that focused
specifically on the African Sahel region, allowing for a deeper examination of the impact of
European policies on it. The main findings of the research revealed several important facts.
The study showed that the EU's strategies in the Sahel region go beyond its stated objectives,
such as humanitarian aid and development, and are based primarily on its security, strategic,
and economic interests. This approach has yielded limited results in establishing sustainable
stability in the region The study emphasized that the Sahel region, with its natural resources
and geographical location, has become an arena for strategic competition, and that its internal
fragility has made it an ideal environment for the spread of security threats such as terrorism
and organized crime. This has prompted the European Union to consider it a "gateway to
Europe" that must be secured against these threats. The study concluded that external
interventions, whether direct military or proxy conflicts, have led to the dismantling of
institutions and the exacerbation of internal divisions.
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