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The significance of this study lies in identifying the substantive defenses
Received 02 09 2026« applicable to child custody lawsuits under the procedural rules of Libyan
Accepted 05102026¢ |aw, |t addresses the following research question: What procedural and
Available online 06 10 g pstantive arguments may either spouse raise in a custody lawsuit?

2026 Employing an inductive and analytical approach—structured around an
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Substantive Defenses: findings« notably that substantive defenses regarding custody generally
Child Custody« Personal  fall into two categories: those relating to the prerequisites of custody
Status. (such as a plea regarding the custodian's lack of eligibility) and those

relating to the provisions of custody (such as a plea regarding the
inability to safeguard and care for the child).
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